Each new day brings promise of a new start. Farynihe start of a new week is the time to begat thet, get
serious about exercising, or forego TV viewing.r Bwast majority, though, there’s something espici
motivating and invigorating about seeing the JANUA&alendar on the wall. This is the year we’ll amplish
great things.

God doesn't necessarily call us to do great thingsiever. He asks that we be trustworthy in sthatigs (Luke
16:10-11). To that end He gives us gifts to useuitd up the Body of Christ and to reach out te libst.

Some of us have many gifts. People like Michelémgepainter, sculptor, and poet — and Thomas kaffe—
architect, statesman, and scientific farmer — ceonmind. God, the Giver of gifts, knows that thember of
gifts each of us has varies. Jesus told the Raddlihe Talents pointing up this fact and teachiaghat success
lies in using what we’ve been given, not in hauing greatest amount.

Our gifts also differ in degree. There are manyors but few, if any, compare to Michelangeléet their art
can bring satisfaction and inspiration to otheiou may not be able to sing opera, but you can §8ogd’s
praises. You may not be a great orator, but youvginess to the love and grace of God in Chri&u may not
be a mechanic, but you can provide transportabosdmeone needing to get to an appointment dnuicch.

That's why God gives us gifts and abilities — that may be equipped to serve others. The startnawayear
offers us an opportune time to assess those gittssae how we can use them for God’s glory andytosl of
His people. The motivation to do this comes fithhe same One Who gave the gifts! Just as He wasatex
by love for us to give us, not just our gifts, Iblis greatest gift, His Son, so we are motivatedolg for Him to
serve those He calls us to serve.

Our
devotion today

Peace! Pastor Ben

Stewardship Devotion

Scripture Reading:

“Jesus told him, ‘Go and do likewise.’(Luke 10 37).

What Is Mine Is Yours

Scripture is filled with wonderful and moving stories about
sharing. Possibly the most quoted story is thaBarof the Good Samaritan. God used a despisedrian to
encourage us to share our time, talents, and nesmsuth those in need. The Samaritan showed a$ Mvimeans
to have compassion on someone and to give saalifies he tended to the man beaten by the robiosonly

did the Samaritan provide immediate aid, he brotlgétinjured person to an inn where he could beccéor

further. The Samaritan used his own funds forntia®’s care. The Samaritan demonstrated the attitWdhat

is mine is yours.” Our challenge as Christiansoishow our compassion as willingly and generoasythe
Good Samaritan. God wants us to be His channétssabve and care to those in need.



In contrast to the Samaritan, the priest and Lewiteao passed by the victim before the Samaritanecalong,
showed no compassion for the beaten person. Taeyhe attitude, “What is mine is mine.” They didmant
to give any time, care, or comfort to the victim.

God has blessed us with many talents, gifts, asdurees. Because God has blessed us, He will ugve
opportunities to use what He has given us for Hisppses. Through faith, we receive God’s wisdom to
acknowledge that He is the provider of all thingsage become more willing to share our blessings wthers.
When God shows you a need, are you ready to re8pond

Discussion Thoughts:
1. Why was it so significant that the person slahis gifts was a Samaritan?

2. In what ways have you demonstrated the attitMibat is mine is yours” at home, at work, and at
church?

3. What are some other examples in Scripture wheople have shared so freely?
Prayer:
Dear good and gracious Heavenly Father, You showr Yave for us in so many different ways. Forgive
when we fail to thank You for all that You do fas.uWe thank You for Your constant presence inlioes. We
pray that You will grant us loving hearts that Wik willing to respond to those in need. Help agotve our
neighbors. In Your precious hame we pray. Amen.

The Lutheran Hour

January 1 "The Lord Will Have the Last Say!" Speaker: Reve@ry Seltz
The Lord Jesus saves, the Lord Jesus reigns, aibtinngs He will have the last say! We begin tiesv year in
His Name. (2 Timothy 4.6-8)

January 8"Jesus' Baptism: Solidarity with Sinners to Sabher!" Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz

Jesus stepped into the Jordan River for a baptierditth't need in order to save a people who dithserve it.
He showed solidarity with sinners so that they rhigleeive God's forgiveness and mercy by gracerkNizi-
11)

January 15"Bought with A Price!" Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz
What are you worth? We live in a world that doekntiw how to answer that question. Your true vasueund
in a restored relationship with God through farthlesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 6:12-20)

January 22"Living a Life With Purpose" Speaker: Rev. Greg&mitz
In Christ, God has a plan for you-a life with puspolife to its fullest measure, life in Him-forhetrs. (Mark
1:14-20)

January 29"One With Authority" Speaker: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
Even Jesus' enemies had to admit that He spokeawittority. What's more, Jesus showed His power and
authority to forgive sins and conquer death itqdiark 1:21-22)

Pastor Benis covering the vacancy in Immanuel in Lakefiéte will have office hours on Thursdays 2:00
until 7:00pm.Evening worship at Immanuel is nov@&0pm on Saturday evenings. He will also lead thipren
Sunday morningdNorship is at 9:00am here at Bethel.

Pastor Benwill be on vacation December 9@intil January Z. Pastor Marv will be leading worship on
January T. If you have an emergency at that time, pleaségietof an Elder.



FAMILY FUN NIGHT _ will be held January 22and February 28 Bring yourself, a game to play and a
dish to share at 6:00pm here at Betl#él are welcome to Family Fun Night here at Bethel.

Voters’ Assembly Meeting is January 8th—PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND.
Installation of new officers will also be held durng the church service at 9:00am

Life Sunday will be January 22, we will be celebrating God's gift of life and prayi for the lives that
God touches through others at Lutherans for Lifeé Helping Hands Pregnancy Center. We also are dakim
offering to be split between these two organizagion

MISSION SUNDAY is February 12. We will have a service celebrating the Mission kvof the
Minnesota South District. We will collect a doofeying that will go toward our pledge to the Mino&s South
District.

LENT SEASON WORSHIP Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, February 22, witiiship at 7:00pm.
Midweek services will continue through until EasberWednesdays at 7:00pm. Come and be refreshedydur
your Lenten journey.
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CHURCH SECRETARY REPORT — NOVEMBER 2011

The November 13, 2011 meeting of Bethel Lutheraar€iwas opened with prayer by Randy Wilson. Jim
Obermoller served as president. All visitors wesdcomed. There was no secretary’s report. Tdastirer
reported that after paying the organist we wererdtmaround $200 in our account. We received $it98@ the
harvest dinner to be applied to the loan at thé&bdanice made the motion to approve and Learonsled it.
Motion carried.

There was no trustee report. Reese asked abocitrtié breaker that needs to be replaced, it melichecked
into.

The elders reported that they had met and discusgite times. Out Advent services will be hatdTdwursday
nights and our Lenten services will be on Wednesugyts. Pastor’s health insurance has increagait a
therefore when Immanuel in Lakefield no longer ree@dracancy pastor, pastor will have to pay theease.



Thanksgiving Eve service will be held at 7:00 arelwill start decorating the church for Christmasafard.
Christmas Eve service will be held at 5:00.

There was no Youth report or Pastor’s report.

The next mission Sunday will be early in Decembe,elders will discuss December 11 with Pastas. A
mentioned earlier the Harvest Dinner brought in&%@e served around 250 people. The railings andaws
were discussed again. The windows are in the psookbeing installed. Don Onken is taking carthef
project.

New Business
LWML will serve meals before all Advent servicesba30. We need a pastor for New Year’'s Day. THers
will talk to Pastor Marv. Bible study has beenrgpwell, thanks to Randy, Court and Gayle for themdership.

Election of officers are as follows:

President Jim Obermoller

Vice President Court Baumgard

Secretary Janice Schuck

Treasurer Sharon Onken (one more year)
Trustee Glen Schuck will replace Gary Larson
Elder Randy Wilson

Finance Leann Warner and Cynthia Ahrenstorff

A unanimous ballot was cast. Motion made by Al aadonded by Dennis. Motion carried.

The next voters meeting will be held on January 8012 A reminder that voter's meetings are held the
second Sunday of every other month, except foraly.Mt was decided the elders and/or greetersldishiake
hands at the end of each service. A thank yoanaad for the nice job on the newsletter! Mike m#ae motion
to adjourn, seconded by Sandy. Motion carriede Meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted, Charlene Wintz, secretary

PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR

O Jesus,
We thank you for this earth, our home; for the waltg and the blessed sun, for the ocean and stréanike
towering hills and the whispering wind, for thegseand green grass.

We thank you for our senses by which we hear thgsof birds, and see the splendor of fields oflgolwheat,
and taste autumn'’s fruit, rejoice in the feel avgpand smell the breath of spring flowers.

Grant us a heart opened wide to all this beauty;save us from being so blind that we pass unsednen even
the common thorn bush is aflame with your glory.

For each new dawn is filled with infinite possibés for new beginnings and new discoveries. lsfeanstantly
changing and renewing itself. In this new day ofeginnings with God, all things are possible. ave
restored and renewed in a joyous awakening to treder that our lives are and, yet, can be. In yaue we
pray, Amen.

--Appleseeds.org
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HAPPY NEW YEAR



